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At the age of 15, Ze’ev Willy Neumann skipped high school and was instead chosen to attend a 
prestigious graphic arts studio as an apprentice in Israel. Then at 16, he was accepted into one 
of only three art schools in the country, the Institute of Plastic Arts in Bat Yam, as one of their 
youngest students at the time. Two years later, he was drafted into the army for mandatory 
service, after which, he started to work in the movie industry as a set designer and prop master. 
After the Yom Kippur War in Israel in 1973, he followed his wife-to-be to New York City. There 
he worked in a sound studio and studied editing at the New School. Later he established a 
cabinet shop, and while working as a cabinet maker, began to build his body of work of 
sculptures. 
 
He became an active artist in the Hudson Valley community in 2003, installing his first public art 
piece, “Fifteen Minutes of Frame,” a large frame (8’x11’) in the Woodstock Zena Cornfield, 
which garnered both acclaim and outrage. Then around 2008, he moved to Saugerties to 
become a full-time artist, continuing to create several public art sculptures around the area, 
including the well-known pair of Love Knots linking Woodstock and Saugerties (2011-2012). 
 


