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The Woodstock Artists Association & Museum Announces
Marielena Ferrer: Broken Monarchs
Artist Residency: July 15–August 20
Exhibition: August 20–September 11, 2022
Opening Reception: Saturday, July 16 | 4-6pm

(Woodstock, NY) – The Woodstock Artists Association & Museum is pleased to announce Marielena Ferrer:
Broken Monarchs, an artist residency and exhibition featuring the work of artist Marielena Ferrer. The
residency and interactive project will take place from July 15–August 20 in the YES gallery, which Ferrer will
use as a studio space. A subsequent installation of the artist’s paper butterflies will be on view from
August–September 11, 2022 in the same gallery. WAAM will host a public reception to celebrate the
opening of a new round of exhibitions on Saturday, July 16 from 4-6pm.
Throughout the six-week residency period, Ferrer will lead a series of 30-minute workshops that invite
visitors to engage in collective artmaking. While creating paper butterflies with the artist, visitors will
discuss the ideas that Ferrer’s work probes, including the monarch butterfly migration quest, its symbolic
connection to migrant children at the U.S.-Mexican border, the Trump-Pence administration’s
“zero-tolerance” policy and the negative consequences of the policy on the health and well-being of
immigrant and U.S. citizens alike. The project is thus a form of everyday activism that is inclusive,
politically engaging, and informative.
ABOUT THE ARTIST
Marielena Ferrer is a socially engaged visual artist who serves as the chair of the Kingston City Arts
Commission. She also chairs the Alianza Cultural de Kingston, an advisory board for the promotion,
connection and celebration of the arts and cultures of the diverse Hispanic communities, and is the
Executive Director of Humanamente, a diversity and inclusion consulting organization. Ferrer originally
studied architecture at Central University of Venezuela, before earning a certificate of distinction in
Leadership and Empowerment from Spain’s Polytechnic University of Valencia and a diploma in Gender

Leadership through the EQUAL Transnational Cooperation Community Initiative of the European Social
Fund. She also earned a University Expert Diploma in Mental Health, Cultural Processes and Psychological
Interventions with Immigrants, Minorities and the Socially Excluded from the University of Barcelona.
Marielena is currently pursuing her MFA in Sculpture at SUNY New Paltz. “For those of us living far from our
places of origin, creating colorful expressions of art helps preserve our personal and cultural identities,
while maintaining a bond to the lives we knew,” she says. “It lets us explore, decide, declare, express,
experience and question ideas about our identities over time.” For more information, visit:
marielenaferrer.myportfolio.com.
PUBLIC PROGRAMS
Opening Reception
Saturday, July 16, 4-6pm
WAAM will host an opening reception to celebrate the beginning of the artist residency and a new round of
exhibitions throughout WAAM’s galleries.
Artist Talk
Saturday, August 20th, 3-4pm
Marielena Ferrer will discuss her work and residency in a roundtable conversation.
WORKSHOPS
A series of workshops with Marielena Ferrer will be offered on a drop-in basis throughout WAAM’s open
hours during the designated weekends below. Workshops are free, designed for people of all ages, and no
reservations are required.
Saturday, July 16, 4-6pm
Opening Weekend
To begin her residency at WAAM, Ferrer will invite visitors to come to the YES gallery and learn about her
process and project.
Friday, July 22–Sunday, July 24, 12-5pm
Upstate Art Weekend
Throughout Upstate Art Weekend, which celebrates the cultural vibrancy of upstate New York, Ferrer will
lead 30-minute workshops in which visitors learn to create paper butterflies. Visitors will also have the
opportunity to chat with Ferrer and discuss the conceptual underpinnings of her work.
Saturday, July 30, 12-5pm
Focus on Families
Visitors will learn about butterfly migration and make butterflies for the WAAM installation. Drawing
materials will also be available for kids and families to draw and explore WAAM exhibitions.
Saturday, August 6, 12-5pm
Installation Day
The full exhibition of Ferrer’s butterflies will be installed in the YES gallery, as visitors are invited to join the
artist in exploring human and animal migration and the importance of art and activism.

##
Woodstock Artists Association & Museum
Founded in 1919, the Woodstock Artists Association & Museum (WAAM) is a not-for-profit membership
organization featuring an historic Permanent Collection of regional art exhibited in the Towbin Wing, three
contemporary art galleries, a dynamic Education Program and an Archives of materials associated with
artists of the Woodstock region.
General Information
The Woodstock Artists Association & Museum (WAAM) is located at 28 Tinker Street, Woodstock, NY.
Gallery hours are Thursday thru Sunday from noon-5pm. WAAM is closed during major holidays. For general
information please call: 845.679.2940 or visit our website at: woodstockart.org.
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