Ivan Koota

Ivan Koota is a self-taught painter and retired Long Island Pediatrician who has been living in Delhi, NY for the past 15 years. He began painting in 1991 shortly before he retired from his medical practice and continues to paint at his Delhi studio. Being a great admirer of artists like Vestie Davis, Harry Lieberman, and Ralph Fasanella, all of whom would be loosely classified as “memory painters,” he also searched for his “memories” and settled on Brooklyn, NY, his birthplace and home for the first 25 years of his life. His work has been shown at the Brooklyn Public Library, the Brooklyn Historical Society, the Fenimore Art Museum, the Munson-Williams-Procter Arts Center, and various local centers. 
His subjects are generally places, experiences, and events that were important to him during his years in Brooklyn with particular focus on neighborhood activity like shopping, children at play, Dodger baseball at Ebbets Field, visits to Coney Island, etc.--- the “simple” events of Brooklyn life. He also likes to paint prominent Brooklyn sites like parks and important buildings as well as occasionally dipping into Brooklyn past using resource material from historic photographs. He works in Acrylic on canvas in a “naïve” style always paying very close attention to detail using vivid coloration and a touch of humor. For the most part, he wants to present Brooklyn as a joyous, vibrant, and nurturing place as well as an important  civic, cultural, and industrial center; the place that he remembers (“Which,” he clearly feels, “it still is!”), and wants the viewer to share his visual and emotional experience.
The current show at the Woodstock Artists Association Museum will feature works that reflect these diverse themes. Paintings such as “Good Humor Man, Brooklyn Borough Hall, Paddle Tennis, and Kosher Butcher,” among others were specifically selected for this show to demonstrate the diversity of his subject matter as well as his unique style. He is very happy to be showing in Woodstock. The town has always been a special place for him and his wife over these many years. Actually, they bought one of their first works of art in Woodstock back in the 1960’s. 






